Conclusions from organizers

Closing remarks:

Dr. James SHERR
Head, Russia and Eurasia Program, Chatham House, United Kingdom

Ladies and gentlemen! Dear friends, thank you! Because Ivanka Klympush has serious things to say, she has offered the floor to me initially, simply to express some very subjective thoughts. First, this Forum, like all of its predecessors, reminds everyone from my part of Europe who comes here, that Ukraine is a very significant and important place, that there is an intellectual atmosphere which even now survives and which is very fresh and very vibrant. In addition, Ukraine is a place where you can find people who appreciate “real discussion” about concrete issues that, both unite us and divide us, and cause a lot of confusion and concern. Our only regret is that we are limited in logistical abilities and energy. As a result, unfortunately, we cannot organize Forums like this four times a year, and therefore have to settle for simply one. 

This depends on all of you. I am not the only speaker whose capacity to speak well depends upon the qualities I sense in the audience and the auditorium. Therefore, the quality of the discussion you see here is a reflection of the qualities that you bring to this Forum, and all of us here look forward to a continuation of this event. The second thing I wish to say, – which is equally subjective, and very deeply felt – is to express on behalf of Chatham House our appreciation for a very effective partnership with the Open Ukraine Foundation in organizing this event. Of course, we have had very little to do with it – Ivanka, her Organization, her staff and her partners have done most of the heavy lifting, most of the detail, and provided most of the inspiration as well. That is also the case in my earlier life when I also cooperated with Ivanka and Open Ukraine. On that “unequal basis”, we are very happy to continue with you. So, you can look forward to a long-term partnership with us and I hope we will continue on this basis. On that note, I will hand over the floor to the senior member of our partnership for a few final words. Thank you very much.


Ivanna KLYMPUSH-TSINTSADZE
Director, Open Ukraine Foundation, Ukraine 

Ladies and gentlemen, I would like to start by saying that the Kyiv Security Forum is our main event of the year. It’s like Christmas and Thanksgiving rolled into one day, so you can imagine the condition of our team. In a way I think it’s like bringing together the pilgrims and Indians, bringing together people with different views to search for common approaches to problems or at least identify issues facing Europe and Ukraine. Today I realized the following: we believe the main objective of the Kyiv Security Forum is to create here in Ukraine the intellectual arena about which James spoke, and if we succeed in creating some of that atmosphere in which ideas are born, in which expert discussions on serious security issues take place, then we’re happy if we contribute even a drop to the level of discussion at various forums throughout Europe, and if with every step we gain progressively more as a result of these discussions. As you recall, the Forum began with a comparison of the Kyiv Security Forum and the G-20 Summit in Seoul. The meeting in Seoul concluded with the Seoul Consensus, and so perhaps we too can reach a Kyiv consensus along the lines of what James was saying - that Ukraine is an important country in Europe and that its future is inseparable from the future of Europe. We tried to formulate the questions in the program provocatively. We thank those who tried to follow this logic and we promise that in a few weeks you’ll have access on the Open Ukraine and Kyiv Security Forum websites to the ideas presented here and we hope they inspire you to new ideas. 
     
I now have the honor to thank the Forum’s main sponsor, the Victor Pinchuk Foundation, for their support. I would also like to thank our longtime partners – the Black Sea Trust for Regional Cooperation of German Marshall Fund, and our new partners – the NATO Information and Documentation Centre in Ukraine. Special thanks to the Chatham House for their intellectual cooperation; this is a completely different dimension of cooperation. I’d like to thank James Sherr, James Nixey and Alex Nice – two of whom are here today – and I’m very glad we have the opportunity to work together. 

I am also sincerely grateful to all the speakers for sharing their thoughts, opinions and visions and for the time and effort put into preparing for this Forum. Thank you to all the participants, those that came from abroad or other regions of Ukraine and those working in Kyiv, for their active participation in the discussions and debates. I hope you didn’t find this day and a half together a waste of time. I would also like to thank our colleagues that helped with logistics. I would also like to thank the interpreters working in both halls today. In my opinion, they are some of the best interpreters in Ukraine and they made our discussions possible and better. Let’s give them a round of applause. There are buses waiting outside and at 18:40 we invite all the participants to join us at O’Panas Restaurant, where we will continue to discuss key aspects of European and Black Sea security over a friendly dinner. 

Thank you very much.
